
Regular City Council Meeting of September 28, 2004 

Twin Pines Senior and Community Center 

  

CALL TO ORDER  7:35 P.M. 

ROLL CALL 

COUNCILMEMBERS PRESENT: Warden, Feierbach, Mathewson, Bauer, Metropulos 

COUNCILMEMBERS ABSENT: None 

Staff Present: Interim City Manager Rich, City Attorney Savaree, Public Works Director Davis, 

Community Development Director Ewing, City Clerk Cook. 

REGULAR MEETING 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Led by City Clerk Cook.   

SPECIAL PRESENTATIONS 

Presentation by Belmont Rotary Club regarding donation of computerized digital sign 

board. 

Fred West, Belmont Rotary Club, stated that as part of its community service project to 

celebrate Rotary’s Centennial in 2005, the Belmont Rotary Club wished to donate a digital 

reader board for placement somewhere in Belmont. He provided a rendering of the reader board, 

and noted that there is flexibility regarding its size. He noted that Rotary wanted to make this 

presentation to determine interest prior to pursuing the project.   

In response to Councilmember Bauer, Mr. West clarified that the donation included complete 

costs, which totaled approximately $30,000 to $40,000. He noted that the sign is programmed 

through a phone modem. 

Councilmember Feierbach stated that she supported the concept, and recommended having the 

Planning Commission review possible placement. She noted that possible locations included 

Twin Pines Park, at the entrance to Notre Dame de Namur University, or at Ralston and 

Alameda.   

Councilmember Warden stated that the 75
th

 Anniversary Committee paid to upgrade the reader 

board at Twin Pines Park recently. He suggested the Park and Recreation Commission review 

this issue.   



Mayor Metropulos supported a review of this idea.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Jan Heise, on behalf of Friends of Belmont Library (FOBL), provided an update on the library 

project. She noted that demolition had begun, and that Library activities and programs were 

continuing in other locations throughout Belmont. She stated that fundraising activities were 

continuing, and FOBL had raised $80,000 so far. She announced that the Belmont Rotary Club 

and Vivace Restaurant were sponsoring a dinner at the restaurant on October 25 at a cost of $50, 

and that 20 percent would be donated to the Library. She stated that author John Lescroat, who 

grew up in Belmont, would be featured at an upcoming Author Night.                         

Rich Shapiro (no address provided), stated that he was speaking to a number of City Councils 

and Boards of Supervisors regarding police accountability and the blue code of silence. He 

proposed that all police officers be provided with tape recorders to be used during contact with 

suspects, and to make it a felony to tamper with it. He provided Council with written comments 

(on file in Clerk’s office).   

Mayor Metropulos clarified that Mr. Shapiro’s issue was with a police department of another 

city.   

Marianne Chung, Newcastle Lane, announced that a fundraiser was under way to refurbish all 

the seats in the Theater at Notre Dame de Namur University. She stated that 65,000 people have 

attended the annual free “Christmas Carol” performances in December, that the University 

would be premiering “Dead Man Walking” in October, and that many other organizations use 

the Theater.   

Nancy Popa, Notre Dame Avenue, stated that Notre Dame High School is an asset. She 

expressed concern regarding the pathway on Notre Dame Avenue adjacent to the ballfield. She 

advised that balls often came over the fence, that her daughter was almost hit. She stated that 

because of the loss of shrubbery, people pull their cars over to watch students play, and she 

expressed concern regarding their intent. She was advised by the high school principal that the 

shrubbery was removed at the request of City Council. 

David Schick, Notre Dame Avenue, stated that he missed the visual barrier along Notre Dame, 

and noted that balls coming over the fence created a safety issue. He requested that the City work 

with Notre Dame to restore the shrubbery.   

Mayor Metropulos suggested that the neighbors work directly with Notre Dame regarding this 

issue. He noted that he is aware that the high school has met with the neighbors.   

Councilmember Warden requested a copy of the landscape plans.   

Community Development Director Ewing clarified that the Planning Commission had also 

requested a review of this issue, and that staff would notify the neighbors when the item was 

agendized.   



COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Mayor Metropulos announced that free compost would be available for Belmont residents at City 

Hall on October 9. He also announced that the unveiling of the City’s redesigned Website had 

occurred earlier in the day.   

AGENDA AMENDMENTS 

Mayor Metropulos noted that Council was provided revised resolutions for the 5-Year Extension 

for the RCN Contract, and for the Vacation of Easement on Belmont Canyon Road/Pedestrian 

Right-of-Way on Ralston Avenue properties.  

Mayor Metropulos noted that at the request of a member of the public and Councilmembers, all 

but one item would be removed from the Consent Calendar for separate consideration. 

ITEM APPROVED ON CONSENT CALENDAR 

Approval of Resolution 9585 Confirming Appointment of Daniel Rich as Interim City Manager 

and Authorizing Salary Adjustment.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Mathewson, the 

Consent Calendar, as amended, was unanimously approved by a show of hands. 

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR FOR SEPARATE CONSIDERATION   

Resolution Establishing a No Parking Zone on the West Side of Belmont Canyon Road 

between the driveway located at 2850 Belmont Canyon Road and Ralston Avenue 

Eric Somers, Belmont Canyon Road, stated that 700 cars a day travel on Belmont Canyon Road, 

and there are no accidents on record with the Police Department. He clarified that he has not 

declined to work with the Police Department regarding this issue, and that he does not park his 

vehicle in a manner that would block the sidewalk. He noted that overgrown vegetation on the 

east side of the street had been cut back, at his request.   

Larry Silverman, Belmont Canyon Road, stated Belmont Canyon is a blind turn when entering 

from Ralston. He noted it becomes a one-lane road if the truck is parked near the corner. He 

supports the red zone, and supports leaving Belmont Canyon Road a two-way street. He stated 

this is a safety issue and is concerned about accessibility for fire trucks.   

Edmund Peieret, Ralston Avenue, expressed his support for the red curb. He noted that 

Belmont Canyon Road is not wide, and traffic enters very quickly from Ralston.   

Margie Benedetti, Belmont Canyon Road, stated that ever since the truck began parking in this 

area, it has become a safety issue. She agrees there are no accidents, but states there have been 

close calls. She supports the red zone.   

Kenneth Ottavi, West Naughton Avenue, stated his support for the red zone.   



Leslie Ottavi, West Naughton Avenue, stated that the first petition for a red zone was submitted 

in 2003. She noted there have been a number of close calls. She stated that the turn is difficult to 

maneuver, even with the removal of vegetation. She clarified that a vehicle must cross the 

double-yellow line to drive around the truck, which is illegal.   

Robert Richards, Encline Way, stated that there was no difficulty in this area until the truck 

began parking near the corner.   

David DeAmicis, Belmont Canyon Road, stated that he agreed with all the speakers. He noted 

that the inconvenience of losing a parking space is not worth the safety issue, and he added that 

this is an accident waiting to happen. He noted that people are forced to drive on the wrong side 

of the road. 

Councilmember Feierbach stated that there are red zones along San Juan Boulevard, and asked 

why the ends of driveways were not also painted red. Public Works Director Davis responded 

that previously it was illegal to park across one’s driveway, but not any longer. He also 

confirmed that it is illegal to cross a double-yellow line.   

Councilmember Bauer stated that he drives near Belmont Canyon Road often, and supports the 

red zone.   

Councilmember Warden stated that he previously lived on San Juan Boulevard, and noted that it 

was made safer when portions of the street were painted red to prohibit parking. 

Councilmember Mathewson stated that he does not want to take away parking, but agreed 

regarding the safety issue. 

Mayor Metropulos stated that the red zone was in the best interest of the community.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Feierbach, seconded by Councilmember Warden, 

Resolution 9586Establishing a No Parking Zone on the West Side of Belmont Canyon Road 

between the driveway located at 2850 Belmont Canyon Road and Ralston Avenue was 

unanimously approved by a show of hands.   

Resolution Authorizing 5 Year Extension of Construction Delay Agreement with RCN of 

California For Failure To Construct Cable TV System in Belmont 

In response to Councilmember Feierbach, Technology Manager Harnish clarified that RCN has 

agreed to provide a communication system that will be used by the Police Department that will 

enable them to share information with other agencies. She also stated that this equipment could 

also enable future technological upgrades to the new Council Chambers.   

In response to Councilmember Bauer, Technology Manager Harnish clarified that monies 

deposited by RCN following this agreement will be available for the City to use.   



ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Warden, seconded by Councilmember Feierbach, 

Resolution 9587 Authorizing 5 Year Extension of Construction Delay Agreement with RCN of 

California For Failure To Construct Cable TV System in Belmont was unanimously approved by 

a show of hands.   

Resolution Approving the Establishment of a No Parking Zone at the Corner of Longfellow 

Drive and Bay Court 

Councilmember Feierbach stated that she lives within 300 feet of this property, and would be 

recused from this item. She left the dais, and left the room.   

Councilmember Mathewson questioned whether or not the length of the red zone would be long 

enough to resolve the issue. Public Works Director Davis responded that South County Fire 

reviewed the proposal, and concurred with the staff recommendation. He added that staff was 

attempting to minimize the loss of parking while resolving the problem.   

Curtis Chen, Bay Court, supported the red zone. He noted that it is a safety issue, since people 

have to drive in the oncoming lane when there are cars parked in this area. He described a recent 

situation where a moving truck was unable to access the street.   

Anita Yelland, Longfellow Drive, supported the red zone. She stated that she has difficulty with 

ingress and egress to her driveway when cars are parked in the area. She shared Councilmember 

Mathewson’s concern regarding the length of the red zone.   

Weldon Wasson, Bay Court, stated that this area has narrow streets, and there is a visibility 

problem due to a fence at the corner. He noted that with cars parked on either side, a fire truck 

may be able to maneuver through the area, but firefighters might not be able to open the doors of 

the truck.   

Public Works Director Davis responded that the six-foot fence mentioned by the speaker was not 

at the corner; therefore, it was in compliance with regulations. 

Councilmember Mathewson stated that he supported the resolution as a trial, and would support 

a larger red zone if necessary.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Mathewson, seconded by Councilmember 

Warden, Resolution 9588 Approving the Establishment of a No Parking Zone at the Corner of 

Longfellow Drive and Bay Court was unanimously approved by a show of hands (4-0, Feierbach 

recused).   

Councilmember Feierbach returned to the dais.   

Resolution Approving a Permanent Encroachment Agreement for Construction of a 

Retaining Wall within the Public Right-of-Way at 1596 Molitor Road 



Councilmember Mathewson stated that he supported the encroachment, but requested 

clarification of the public benefit. He asked the applicant if the new wall would match the façade 

of the opposite wall. 

Alan Coon, Architect on behalf of the applicant, clarified that the new wall would have the same 

treatment as the existing wall, to provide uniformity.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Mathewson, seconded by Councilmember Bauer, 

Resolution 9589 Approving a Permanent Encroachment Agreement for Construction of a 

Retaining Wall within the Public Right-of-Way at 1596 Molitor Road was unanimously 

approved by a show of hands.   

Resolution Accepting $4500 Donation From The Belmont Senior Club Bingo Program 

Councilmember Mathewson thanked the Belmont Senior Club for its donation.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Mathewson, seconded by Councilmember Bauer, 

Resolution 9590 Accepting $4500 Donation From The Belmont Senior Club Bingo Program was 

unanimously approved by a show of hands.   

Resolution Declaring the Intention and Setting a Public Hearing for Vacating Two Slope 

Easements, a Portion of Belmont Canyon Road, and a Portion of a Pedestrian Right-of-

Way, Over, Across, and Fronting the Properties at 2200, 2230, and 2260 Ralston Avenue 

(APN 044-260-170, 044-260-210, and 044-260-220 

Councilmember Mathewson stated that the Planning Commission had considered this project on 

a number of occasions, and asked about the ramifications if not approved. Public Works Director 

Davis clarified that the resolution set the formal hearing for a subsequent meeting. City Attorney 

Savaree clarified that the original engineering reports were erroneous. She noted and approvals 

of the project remained, and this action would correct the engineer’s report.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Mathewson, seconded by Councilmember Feierbach, 

Resolution 9591 Declaring the Intention and Setting a Public Hearing for Vacating Two Slope 

Easements, a Portion of Belmont Canyon Road, and a Portion of a Pedestrian Right-of-Way, 

Over, Across, and Fronting the Properties at 2200, 2230, and 2260 Ralston Avenue (APN 044-

260-170, 044-260-210, and 044-260-220 was unanimously approved by a show of hands.   

HEARINGS 

Public Hearing to Consider Revisions to the Belmont Zoning Map to Re-designate Certain 

City-owned Properties from HRO-3 to Agriculture and Revisions to Section 7 of the 

Belmont Zoning Ordinance regarding Permitted Uses in the Agriculture (A) District (TO 

BE CONTINUED)   

Mayor Metropulos announced that this Hearing would be continued to a date uncertain.   

OLD BUSINESS 



Setting the Bi-Annual Council Priority Calendar (Step Tw Ranking the Issues) 

Interim City Manager Rich reviewed the process for the Priority Calendar. He noted that the 

number of hours for each project were now included. He stated that there were a total of 16 items 

to rank, and that of the six new projects, two were recommended for prioritization, two were 

recommended to remain below the line. He reviewed the next steps.   

Council discussion ensued regarding specific projects.   

Councilmember Mathewson stated that if the Harbor Industrial Area (HIA) organization was not 

interested in the continuation of annexation discussions, the item should be put below the line. 

Councilmember Bauer clarified that discussions had been scheduled to determine the status of 

the organization.   

Interim City Manager Rich stated that a letter was sent to the HIA to reiterate the City’s desire to 

continue discussions. He noted that the consultant was performing the bulk of the work.   

Councilmember Warden supported sending the letter, and noted that if the HIA declined to 

continue, the item be set aside and re-prioritized at a future date.   

Councilmember Feierbach questioned whether Community Development would be able to 

accomplish both the Permit Task Force and the noise ordinance. Community Development 

Director Ewing responded that it would depend upon the complexity of the noise ordinance, and 

suggested the Council prioritize in the order desired.   

Councilmember Warden stated that the Permit Task Force was a priority, and was more 

important than the downtown plan since it would clarify the permit issue.   

Councilmember Feierbach stated that she supported the noise ordinance.   

Councilmember Bauer stated the building height issue was a priority.   

(This item continued to later in the meeting in order to calculate the rankings.)   

RECESS:                    8:50 P.M. 

RECONVENE:        9:00 P.M.   

Update on Status of Negotiations with Comcast, and consideration of a Resolution 

Granting Comcast of California IX, Inc. a Franchise Agreement Extension to March 31, 

2005. 

Technology Manager Harnish stated that Comcast had completed its information-gathering 

process, and that final points were being negotiated. She noted that other cities were extending 

deadlines through March or June of 2005.   



Councilmember Mathewson stated that he was uncomfortable with delays, but supported an 

extension of six months if progress was being made.   

Councilmember Bauer stated that he supported the six-month extension, and in response to his 

question regarding other franchise options, Technology Manager Harnish noted that the City of 

Belmont was always open to considering other franchises.   

Councilmember Warden stated that he would support the extension, and requested that if 

negotiations were not going to be completed by March, that a closed session with the Council be 

scheduled for the meeting prior to the extension deadline.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Mathewson, seconded by Councilmember Feierbach, 

Resolution 9592Granting Comcast of California IX, Inc. a Franchise Agreement Extension to 

March 31, 2005, and the agendizing of a closed session with Council prior to the franchise 

extension deadline if negotiations were not completed, was unanimously approved by a show of 

hands.   

Police Department/City Hall Project - September Monthly Update and Direction on Policy 

Issues 

Interim City Manager Rich stated that the project was 75 percent completed, and he reviewed 

details of the progress. He noted that $5 million had been spent, including $325,000 of the 

$550,000 contingency. He clarified that the project should be completed in February, 

approximately six weeks later than originally anticipated.  

Interim City Manager Rich stated that in 2001, Council directed that the address of City Hall be 

changed to One Twin Pines Lane, and other buildings in the Park be renumbered accordingly. He 

clarified that the tenants in City Hall facing Sixth Avenue would retain the Sixth Avenue 

address. He noted that there are no legal or technical issues for the address change, and suggested 

that Cottage Lane remain, and be formally designated as a street.  

Parks and Recreation Director Mittelstadt reviewed the plans for the existing Police Department 

site. He noted that the Parks and Recreation Commission reviewed three options and 

recommended “Option C”. He noted that the building would be demolished, traffic re-circulated, 

parking added, and improvements made in landscape and hardscape.   

Councilmember Warden stated that his support for the new address had not changed since it was 

first proposed in 2001.   

Councilmember Mathewson stated that he supported the address change, and requested 

assurance that electronic mapping software companies would be notified. Interim City Manager 

Rich clarified that this information came from the County records, which would be formally 

notified when the address change occurred.  



ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Warden, seconded by Councilmember Mathewson, 

and unanimously approved by a show of hands to change the address of the City Hall campus to 

Twin Pines Lane.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Feierbach, 

“Option C” Site Plan for the existing Police Department site was unanimously approved by a 

show of hands.   

NEW BUSINESS 

Discussion and Direction Regarding Transition of Arts Commission 

Parks and Recreation Director Mittelstadt stated that the June Budget Adoption resulted in an 

unfunded position in the Parks and Recreation Department. He noted that one of the duties of 

this person was staff liaison for the Arts Commission. He recommended that the Commission be 

abolished and reorganize itself as an independent Arts Alliance. He stated that the community 

would continue to benefit from its efforts, and that the City could help with the transition.   

Judie Davis, Chair of the Arts Commission, read a statement on behalf of the Arts Commission 

(on file in Clerk’s Office), wherein she reviewed the activities of the Commission. She noted that 

the arts were a large component of the recent Visioning process. She offered alternatives to the 

need for staff support for the Commission, and stated that the City had a history of finding 

creative solutions.   

Judy King, Fifth Avenue, supported the continuation of the Arts Commission. She noted that it 

was an asset to the community.   

Judi Allen, Alameda de las Pulgas, stated that she was a founding member of the Commission, 

and supported its continuation. She noted that she previously brought forward the idea of 

establishing an Arts Alliance, but that the existing ArtShare organization could assist with 

fundraising without Alliance status. She forwarded letters of support for the Arts Commission 

from the County and the Belmont-Redwood Shores School Superintendents.   

Lisa Chin, Arts Commissioner, stated that there was positive momentum in the Commission’s 

activities, and that enthusiasm has been pulled from the Commission with this potential 

transition.   

Kelly Torrans, Arts Commissioner, stated that the Commission is an official liaison to the 

Council on arts matters, acts as an advocate, and is a pathway to arts. She stated that she was a 

member of a board for an arts organization in Menlo Park, and when Menlo Park abolished its 

Commission, the arts group lost its pathway and eventually relocated to Redwood City.   

Gail Gandolfi, on behalf of the Belmont Arts Council, stated she was a founding member of the 

Arts Commission, and she was proud when it was established in Belmont. She added that most 

cities have some form of arts commission.   



Ann Besser, Arts Commissioner, stated that art is an important element in Belmont. She noted 

that the Commission is focused, is a strong group, and has many accomplishments.   

Risa Horowitz, Ralston Avenue, stated that she is a former member of the Arts Commission. 

She stated that the Commission has accomplished very little. She was frustrated by the structure, 

and felt stifled by the Brown Act. She noted that Belmont needs an arts advocate, not a 

Commission. She stated that under a different structure, the group could apply for nonprofit 

status and fundraise. She encouraged a community-based group. She provided additional written 

comments (on file in Clerk’s office).   

Audrey Murray, Arts Commissioner, stated that there is disconnect between Ms. Horowitz’s 

statement and the original mission of the Commission. She noted that the Commission provides 

an art voice, and brings ideas to the Council, but not to fundraise. She also noted that Belmont’s 

Vision Statement contained three elements related to the Arts. She stated that the City made a 

commitment by forming the Arts Commission, that the Commission has clout, and should be 

allowed to continue.   

In response to Mayor Metropulos, Ms. Murray stated that the Commission did not find the 

Brown Act stifling, that it was explained to new members, and that the Commission was able to 

work within the constraints of the Act. She stated that if the Commission were to be a separate 

entity, it would not be a representative body of the City.   

In response to Council questions, City Attorney Savaree clarified that there is there is no law 

prohibiting a commission from being self-directed, but that in her experience, most commissions 

have some level of staff assistance. She noted that staff is proactive in conveying conflict of 

interest liability related to the Brown Act.  

Ms. Murray responded that the Commission Chair could take responsibility for conveying this 

information to new Commissioners. She also stated that the Arts Alliance is not intended to be in 

lieu of, but a complement to the Arts Commission.   

Councilmember Feierbach stated that she voted for the creation of the Arts Commission, but had 

concerns regarding its definition. She noted that the Commission has participated in many 

worthwhile activities, but that it costs the City money, and she would not support a self-directed 

Commission. She supports the concept of an Alliance, and its ability to have free 

communication. She also noted it could be an arts center for the whole Peninsula. She thanked 

the current Commissioners for their contributions.   

Councilmember Mathewson also thanked the Commission. He noted that the Council has 

supported its many activities, and that he had attended or participated in many of those activities. 

He stated that it is problematic for the Commission to be self-supporting, and agrees that the 

Brown Act and the need to notice its meetings hamper the process. He supports the creation of an 

Alliance, which could select its own members. He listed a variety of partnership possibilities, 

and stated he would support seed money for its transition.   



Councilmember Warden stated that he did not understand the reason for the creation of the Arts 

Commission in 1998. He noted that he has attended Commission meetings. He recognizes the 

staffing issue, which was a result of Budget cuts. He recognized that the Commission has 

accomplished good things, and would work together for its transition. He is concerned about a 

self-sustaining commission and the resulting liability.   

Councilmember Bauer stated that he supports the enthusiasm of the Commission, and would 

support its transition to an Alliance.   

Mayor Metropulos stated that it is easy to violate the Brown Act, which was a concern. He 

clarified that he supports the Arts, and that the present Commission could do more good as 

another organization.   

Councilmember Feierbach stated that she would support giving the Commission the opportunity 

to provide feedback on how to transition. Parks and Recreation Director Mittelstadt clarified that 

the Commission would meet as scheduled in October to discuss the transition.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Feierbach, seconded by Councilmember Mathewson, 

to transition the Arts Commission into an independent organization and to commence with the 

process to repeal Chapter 5.5 of the Belmont Municipal Code, was unanimously approved by a 

show of hands.   

Resolution Supporting Proposition 1A, the "Protection of Local Government Revenues" 

Measure, on the November 2, 2004 Statewide Ballot 

Interim City Manager Rich reviewed the provisions of Proposition 1A, and noted that State 

takeaways over the years have resulted in revenue losses to Belmont of $6 million. He noted that 

this Proposition is a compromise Measure to Proposition 65 on the November Ballot.   

Councilmember Warden stated that the League of California Cities strongly supports this 

Measure, and if not passed, it will be a mandate to allow the State to do anything its desires.   

Interim City Manager Rich clarified that the City cannot advocate for the Measure, but that a 

Fact Sheet has been developed to explain the local effects of its passage. 

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Bauer, seconded by Councilmember Feierbach, 

Resolution 9593Supporting Proposition 1A, the "Protection of Local Government Revenues" 

Measure, on the November 2, 2004 Statewide Ballot was unanimously approved by a show of 

hands.   

Consideration of Resolution in Support of Measure G, Belmont-Redwood Shores School 

District Parcel Tax on the November 2004 Ballot 

Bradley Jung, Manzanita Avenue, urged Council support for this $96-per-parcel tax for the 

Belmont-Redwood Shores School District. He stated that schools are the backbone of the 

community, and that the school district has experienced funding reductions over the years. He 



noted that the money raised by the tax would remain in the school district, expenditures were 

subject to review by an audit committee, and a provision was made for a senior citizen 

exemption.   

Alan Sarver, El Verano Way, listed the many people, organizations, and community leaders 

who have endorsed Measure G.   

ACTION: On a motion by Councilmember Warden, seconded by Councilmember Mathewson, 

Resolution 9594in Support of Measure G, Belmont-Redwood Shores School District Parcel Tax 

on the November 2004 Ballot was unanimously approved by a show of hands.   

Discussion and direction regarding residential parking standards update 

Councilmember Warden requested that in light of the lateness of the hour, and that he had a 

number of questions regarding this issue, that it be continued to the next meeting.  

Council concurred to continue the matter.   

COMMISSION, COMMITTEE UPDATES, AND STAFF ITEMS 

Update from Councilmember Warden on Annual League of Cities Conference. 

Councilmember Warden stated that it is difficult not to return from this conference without 20 

new ideas, and he provided a handout (on file in Clerk’s office) with some suggestions for 

Council to consider. He stated that the two issues addressed by the keynote speaker, the energy 

shortage and the impact of Baby Boomers on Social Security, were not being addressed by 

current candidates for office. He noted that he attended sessions related to skate parks, and 

council and staff relations.  

MEETING EXTENSION: On a motion by Councilmember Mathewson, seconded by 

Councilmember Bauer, the meeting was unanimously extended by 30 minutes.  

Councilmember Warden continued his remarks by stating that most cities do not have a 

legislative calendar process as is used by the City of Belmont, and suggested that this could be a 

good presentation by the City of Belmont at a subsequent conference. He noted that next year’s 

conference would be in San Francisco, and encouraged Council and staff to attend.   

Bi-Annual Council Priority Calendar (continued from earlier in the meeting) 

Interim City Manager Rich outlined the results of the rankings of the Priority Calendar items (on 

file in Clerk’s office), and stated that at the next meeting, Council would be asked to approve the 

updated Project Description Forms and the Priority Calendar.   



MATTERS OF COUNCIL INTEREST/CLARIFICATION 

Discussion and direction regarding City of Belmont signage on northwest corner of El 

Camino and Ralston Avenue (Mathewson). 

Councilmember Mathewson stated that a number of letters were missing from the City of 

Belmont sign at the corner of Ralston and El Camino, and noted that it would be costly to replace 

the sign.   

Council concurred to have staff remove the remaining letters and to report back to Council with 

options.   

Discussion and direction to explore the possibilities of expanding the use of Channel 27 for 

the city of Belmont (e.g., bulletin boards, council meetings, planning commission meetings 

and other static information which have low financial impact) (Feierbach) 

Councilmember Feierbach stated that Channel 27 has an opportunity for bulletin board 

announcements, and noted that other cities are running streaming videos of their council 

meetings. She commented that the same items are on over and over.   

Councilmember Warden stated that council meeting breaks could provide an opportunity for 

public service announcements.   

Technology Manager Harnish stated that Channel 27 could air any items provided by the City. 

She also noted that there would be an opportunity to utilize this service in the new Council 

Chambers.   

Council concurred to pursue this matter.   

Discussion and direction regarding closed session legalities, investigative activities, and 

punitive measures (Warden) 

Councilmember Warden stated he was seeking Council support to request the City Attorney 

report back to Council regarding the process of investigating the alleged leaks of information 

from Closed Sessions, and to include information regarding investigative activities and related 

costs.   

Councilmember Bauer stated that he felt this item was directed at himself because of the 

statements in Jerry Fuchs’ newspaper column. He noted that he was not the source of that 

information, which has been verified by Mr. Fuchs, and that he is the least likely source. He 

stated that if this matter were pursued, it would require due process. He commented that there 

were more important issues before the Council, and that he asked Council to join in a pledge to 

keep closed session materials confidential. He added that Council should move forward and not 

look backward.   



Councilmember Warden responded that confidentiality of closed session material is important. 

He cited an example of a recent land negotiation in which a former Council was involved, and 

that the land was sold before Council was able to act on it. He stated that a new law enacted in 

2002 makes it illegal to disclose closed session material, and that he takes this legal matter 

seriously. He stated that there should be an investigation of this issue, and that it is not looking 

backwards. He commented that Mr. Fuchs’ column is not important, since statements were also 

made in subsequent articles. 

Council concurred to request the City Attorney to provide a report to the Council regarding this 

matter. Councilmember Bauer noted that he did not support this issue.   

ADJOURNMENT at this time, being 10:50 P.M.   

                     Terri Cook 

                City Clerk 

Meeting Tape Recorded and Videotaped 

Tape No. 590  

 


